ROMANS 12 v14 - 21
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What is persecution?

‘Christian persecution is any hostility experienced from the world as a result of your identification with Christ. This can include hostile attitudes, words and actions. It could be mild or extreme’.

1. To be persecuted is to ‘be pursued’. 
Have you ever had the feeling that you’re being pursued?

‘As believers we should be worried when we aren’t experiencing persecution, rather than when we are!’


How are we to think of persecution?
‘Persecution is like the goldsmith’s hallmark on real silver and gold - it’s one of the marks of a converted man or woman’. 

2. How does this quote challenge you?
‘As Christians here in the West, if we want to avoid all persecution there is a way to do it. We can go through our whole life and never get persecuted. First of all, approve all the world’s standards. Fit right in. And then accept the world’s morals and the world’s ethics. Join right in. Live like the world lives. Don’t separate yourself from any of the world’s activities and its ways of doing business. Don’t tell people we’re all sinners. Don’t tell people we’re lost without Jesus Christ. Don’t talk about Jesus as the only way to God. In fact don’t talk to your friends at all about what Jesus means to you. Go along with the world - laugh at its jokes, enjoy its entertainment, smile when it mocks God, don’t object when they take his name in vain, and stay quiet when they question His authority - then you’ll more than likely never be persecuted.’





How are we to love our persecutors?
1. ‘Bless them - don’t curse them’ (v14). 
Don’t think the worst - bring out the best. Instead of allowing our minds to conjure up ways of bringing them down or getting our own back - train our minds to ask God for their best/ for their blessing. 
What happens when we pray for someone? How does it change us?
2. ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn’(v15)  
Identify with your enemies. Try to see beyond your pain and their meanness - to their humanity. See them as people made in the image of God - with the same joys and heartaches as us. 
‘Your enemy is the friend you haven’t yet met or understood’. How does this change your response to them?
3. Live in harmony with one another’ (v16) 
Refuse to become isolated. When we do, we start imagining false things/ giving people false motives. Have you become quite adept at looking the other way, or ducking into another room, or crossing the street, or avoiding a meeting?
How could you make the first move this week to make contact/build bridges? 
4.  ‘Don’t be proud or conceited’ (v16)
Cut out any wrong attitudes. Make sure you’re not too proud to let go of your rights or prejudices - to humble yourself before your so-called enemies?
Ask yourself if there’s anything you need to do or to apologize for?
5. ‘Don’t repay evil for evil’ (v17)
No more tit for tat. In verse 19: God says ‘I will repay’. In other words, we can leave it to Him to make things right/ to bring justice.
Why do we find that so hard?






6. ‘Be careful to do what is right’ (v17)
Find the redemptive power of love. Just do what is right!
Martin Luther King said: ‘There’s a final reason why I think Jesus says ‘love your enemies’. It’s this: that love has within it a redemptive power. There’s a power there that eventually transforms individuals... There’s something about love that builds up and is creative. There’s something about hate that tears down and is destructive. So love your enemies.’ 

How have you seen redemptive love in action?

7. ‘If it’s possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone’ (v18) 
Promote peace. Refuse to speak bad words against those who’ve wronged you. Proverbs says. ‘The tongue has the power of life and death’.. every time we open our mouth, life or death comes out. 
Forgiveness/ reconciliation in many cases isn’t possible because we won’t stop talking! As long as we talk over and over again about how others have hurt us, we’ll never find the strength to forgive. At some point, we have to stop talking and start forgiving.
Do you need to take a vow of silence today so you can let go of some bitterness and get on with life? 

8. ‘Don’t take revenge but leave room for God’ (v19)
Let go and let God. Paul says in Romans 5: ‘ ..while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son’. We were once enemies of God! If we’re a child of God now - it’s only after we were an enemy of God and then encountered His amazing love and forgiveness. 
The Gospel changes the way we see enemies. Once we understand God’s grace to us, we are in a very different place to offer that grace to others. 
How has the gospel of grace changed your response to your enemies?

So .. ‘Bless those who persecute you - bless and do not curse.’ 
Pray for them; find a way to turn things around. Watch your thought life. Let go of pride. Strive for peace. Stop returning evil for evil. Stop matching insult for insult, negative Facebook posting for negative Facebook posting. Let go of unforgiveness and the desire for revenge. Bless, bless, bless. 
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