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WHO IS THIS GOD?

1. He’s the God who confronts evil.
Look back at the final verses in chapter 16 (v29 - 33) to see how far the nation Israel is led astray under the rule of King Ahab.
Christine said:
‘Even today - idols promise something they can never deliver. So we worship:
Money and things - and we find we never have enough.
The body - and we end up dying a thousand deaths as it fades in front of our eyes.
Power or reputation - and we end up feeling weak and afraid.
The intellect - and we end up feeling a failure/ a fraud.’
· Have you found this to be true?
She added:
 ‘Worship is central to the human heart. What our hearts do, is to take what are essentially good things and turn them into ultimate things. Our hearts deify them as the centre of our lives. They make us believe that if we get them we’ll find significance and security and fulfilment. Our hearts lock onto these things - taking good things and making them god things.’ 
· How do you see this working out in your life or the life of your friends and colleagues around you? 
· ‘It’s the default setting of the human heart to worship something’. What might that ‘something’ be for you? 










2. He’s the God who does miracles.
Christine said:
‘We may find miracle stories hard to believe. Even here - birds bringing food for a human/ food never running out/ a boy being raised from the dead. And we dismiss these things as a sort of religious fairy story. 
But instead of switching off - they’re given to us to switch on! The miracles are given to us to grab our attention - to make us sit up and say: ‘what on earth’s going on here?’
The truth is, if we want to know what God is like - we need to take note of these incidents. God is showing his hand - he’s drawing attention to himself.’
· How do you view miracles? 
· Have you seen God doing extraordinary, unexplainable things in your life or the lives of those around you? What impact do they have?
· What stands out to you in the miracles in this story of Elijah?

3. He’s a God who brings life.

· How are we meant to read the raising of this boy from the dead in the light of what we know now? What are the parallels?
· In what ways do you need God to restore ‘life’ in you today - physically or spiritually?

